
 

Dear Class of 2019, 
My name is Mrs. Shelton and I am one of the counselors in the Counseling Center. I am not the Senior Counselor, 

Mrs. Moore will be the Senior Counselor, but I will work with those of you who plan to attend college and are 

looking for scholarship & college funding. Even those of you who plan to do an apprenticeship or go to a vocational 

school may want to check into some funding options.   

The senior year is an exciting and busy time for students. I’m frequently asked what students can do to prepare for 

their senior year. There are several steps you can take over the summer to be better prepared for the admission and 

scholarship process which will take place in the fall.  

1. Work on your ACT score. This year there will be an ACT given in both June AND July! Late registration for 

the June 9
th
 ACT is Friday, May 18

th
!  July’s test will be July 14

th
 & the registration deadline is Friday, June 15

th
. 

For your senior year the last three test dates which will count for institutional scholarships for seniors are 

September 8
th
 (register by August 3

rd
!), October 27

th
, and December 8

th
. Seniors can continue taking the ACT 

for the Arkansas Challenge Scholarship up through the April test administration – for the 1
st
 time this year 

they are counting June scores. For more information on how to register, visit www.actstudent.org. Registration 

deadlines are typically 5 weeks in advance of the test date. Students on free or reduced lunch may receive two 

fee waivers (either one junior year and one senior year or both in one year). There is also a great FREE web-

based ACT prep source – www.march2success.com! 

2. Get a list together of all of the activities you have been involved in over your four year high school career. 

Think about clubs, organizations, sports teams, band, choir, etc. Write a list and also write if you held a 

leadership position or an elected office (for example you headed up a committee or you were secretary or 

president of an organization). Also write down community service you performed in high school – the 

number of hours spent on community service projects, etc. If you are actively involved in a community 

service organization and have helped with activities, include those – such as if you work in the nursery at your 

church or if you have tutored at the boys and girls club or did a fund-raiser for Make a Wish with your 4-H 

group. 

3. Narrow down your list of colleges to the ones you are most interested in attending (List of 3 – 5). If you have 

an out of state college on the list, be sure to include an in state college on the list as well. I always tell students 

to have a “safety net” school in case something unexpected happens towards the end of the senior year. 

VISIT THE SCHOOLS ON THE LIST! You wouldn’t buy a car without a test drive – this is important, it’s 

the next four years of your life! 

4. Because of some changes required by the Arkansas Department of Higher Education, merit scholarships 

have been cut drastically at schools. The earlier a student applies, the better. If you plan to attend ATU or 

UCA apply at the beginning of your senior year. ACT scores can be updated. Time/date stamps don’t 

change! 

5. If you are planning to attend U of A, keep in mind that it is the most expensive public school in Arkansas. If 

you have an excellent ACT score, you might get a scholarship (30+ has been the lowest to be awarded an 

academic scholarship in the past couple of years), but there are not full ride scholarships at this University - 

unless you receive an academic scholarship AND are awarded a Governor’s Distinguished Scholar (requires 

a 32 or above on the ACT, 3.5 GPA in solid courses AND there are only 325 awarded – it’s a program 

students apply for through the Arkansas Department of Higher Education). If you plan to go to U of A, be 

sure you apply for several different scholarships. You will need to piece together many small scholarships to 

scrape up enough money to pay the cost. If you are serious about wanting to go to this school, it is a 

wonderful university, but it will take a lot of dedication and hard work to get there.  



6. We have access to a WONDERFUL, HELPFUL website which gives career information, essay writing help, 

college information, and lots of great scholarship information! It’s called www.tasseltime.com and to access it, 

our username is airedale12 and password is pawprint12. This is a great tool and it is FREE thanks to Robin 

Finley who is the owner/creator and also our district technology genius!  

7. There is scholarship information that I gave out to seniors this year under Counselor’s Corner on our 

website. You must be signed in to access the information, but it is there. I will be updating the information 

through the summer and will have updated information as soon as I can get it completed in the fall. In the fall 

we will set up and invite you to a Google classroom where announcements will be posted about any relevant 

senior information! 

8. While college applications for the 19-20 school year will not be on the website yet, the ones for the current 

year will be and they typically don’t change too much! College applications for Honors Colleges and highly 

competitive colleges will have essay questions. Get online and find out the questions – then start writing! 

Things will happen very quickly in the fall, so you will be very glad you spent time NOW preparing for what 

is ahead! 
 

On September 19
th
, we will have a day designated for Seniors for all things college, career and scholarship 

related. The seniors who don’t earn scholarships typically lose out because they don’t pay attention, read the 

scholarship information which is listed EVERY WEEK on Counselor’s Announcements (which will be on 

our school website, posted in Google classroom & available in the Counseling Center in hard copy), and/or 

don’t begin working on scholarships until February or later of their senior year - which is a very late start). 

Students who take this seriously and look for scholarship funding have a much greater likelihood of earning 

their money for college. Seniors who have earned the most money in the past several years have had their 

applications filled out and returned by November 1
st
. Meeting early deadlines will be very important – be 

prepared! 
 

I will also be meeting with Senior parents on September 25
th
 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Union. The meeting will start 

on time and end around 7:00 p.m.  On October 2
nd
, we will have a Financial Aid Meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Union. Seniors will be able to apply for Financial Aid beginning October 1
st
 using 2017 tax information, so 

this meeting is going to be very helpful.  Mrs. Moore and I will help seniors apply for Arkansas Challenge 

through English classes on October 1
st
. There is a lot of information involved in scholarships and financial 

aid, which is why I have so many materials available for seniors and their parents on our website. Parents 

unable to attend the meeting may request the materials provided at the meeting. The meeting I have with 

parents provides the same information that I use with the senior students.   
 

One final suggestion – Seniors, this is about to be your year!  Most of you either have or will turn 18 this year. 

That is old enough to make your own choices, join the military, get married, or (unfortunately) even be sent 

to jail. This is the year that you prove to your parents you are turning into a responsible adult. Show your 

parents how responsible and capable you are by calling colleges, setting up your visits, checking into 

scholarships and coming by to ask me any questions you may have about scholarships. Your mother and/or 

father have worked long and hard for you to get to where you are today. They should not be spending their 

free time looking for your college funding and/or filling out your scholarship and admission applications. It’s 

great to talk to your parents and get their input, wisdom, and life experience, but take care of your own 

business and make them proud!  
 

Come into the Counseling Center if you need a transcript or have any questions about forms or applications 

– after all, we are here to help!  Have a great summer and get ready for great things – I’m looking forward to 

working with you Class of 2019! 


